CHAPTER IV
COMENIUS AND HIS GREAT DIDACTIC
Jan Amos Komensky (1592-1671), better known by
his Latinized name of Comenius, was born at Nivnitz, a
village of Moravia. He was; by religious inheritance, a
devoted adherent of the Protestant sect called Moravian
Brethren.1 While he became bishop of the Moravians,
and devoted many of his writings to religion or theo-
logical polemics, this does not concern us here, except as
it affected his attitude as an educational reformer and
a sense realist.
The Education and Earliest Work of Comenius
In his schooling, possibly as the result of careless
guardianship of his inheritance, Comenius did not
come to the'study of Latin, the all-important subject
in his day, until he was sixteen. This delay must,
JThe Moravian or Bohemian Church, officially known as Unites
Fratrum, is generally considered Lutheran in doctrine, but its religious
descent goes back of Luther's time to the Bohemian martyr, Huss, and it
has always preserved a separate organization. There are now three
'provinces7 of Moravians, the German, British, and American. They
number in all about thirty-five thousand members, of whom some twenty
thousand are in the United States.
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